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(57) ABSTRACT

A fixing device includes a fixing belt, a pressurizing member,
a heat source, and a temperature sensing device. The fixing
belt is rotatably provided. The pressurizing member is rotat-
ably provided and is in pressed contact with the fixing belt to
form a fixing nip between the pressurizing member and the
fixing belt. The heat source heats the fixing belt. The tempera-
ture sensing device detects the temperature of the fixing belt.
The temperature sensing device has a sensing element that is
in contact with an inner circumferential surface of the fixing
belt in a neighboring region of an end portion of the fixing nip
and a pressing member configured to press the sensing ele-
ment against the inner circumferential surface of the fixing
belt.

10 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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FIXING DEVICE AND IMAGE FORMING
APPARATUS

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from the corresponding Japanese Patent Application
No.2013-013107 filed on Jan. 28, 2013, the entire contents of
which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to a fixing device that fixes a
toner image onto a paper sheet and an image forming appa-
ratus including the fixing device.

Electrophotographic image forming apparatuses such as
copying machines and printers are conventionally provided
with a fixing device that fixes a toner image onto a paper sheet.
As a fixing method used in such a fixing device, a “heat roller
method” may be used in which a toner image is fixed onto a
paper sheet at a fixing nip formed between a pair of rollers.
The heat roller method is superior in terms of the thermal
efficiency or the safety. Meanwhile, due to a demand for
reduction of the warm-up period and energy saving, a “belt
method” is also known in which a fixing nip is formed using
a fixing belt to be heated by a heat source.

The belt method includes a method in which a fixing belt is
caused to slide on a pushing member in contact with the inner
circumferential surface of the fixing belt (hereinafter, referred
to as “slide belt method”). According to such a slide belt
method, it is possible to reduce the heat capacity of members
in contact with the fixing belt and perform more focused
heating on the fixing belt compared to the case where a fixing
belt is provided around a roller.

However, employment of the above-described slide belt
method involves a problem in that stress is concentrated on
the fixing belt in a neighboring region of an end portion of the
fixing nip, and therefore the fixing belt is locally deformed. In
particular, the fixing belt may be broken earlier when the
fixing belt is formed of a relatively hard material (for
example, a metal) and the stress concentration is intense. The
early breaking of the fixing belt makes the fixing device
unusable and therefore shortens the life of the fixing device.
For this problem, a configuration is known in which the
cross-sectional shape of a central portion of the pushing
member in contact with the inner circumferential surface of
the fixing belt is made different from the cross-sectional
shapes of opposite end portions thereofto avoid the deforma-
tion of the fixing belt.

Incidentally, a fixing device fixes toner images onto paper
sheets in a variety of sizes ranging from small to large. The
case where the fixing device fixes a toner image onto a paper
sheet in a first size (for example, B5 paper sheet) will be
discussed. In this case, heat is consumed by heating of the
paper sheet in the first size in a region of the fixing belt
through which the paper sheet in the first size passes (here-
inafter referred to as “first size sheet passage region”). On the
other hand, no heat is consumed in regions which are outside
the first size sheet passage region and through which a paper
sheet in a second size (for example, A4 paper sheet) having a
larger width than the paper sheet in the first size passes (here-
inafter, referred to as “non-first size sheet passage regions™).
Thus, the temperature of the non-first size sheet passage
regions will be higher than the temperature of the first size
sheet passage region, and the distribution of the temperature
of the roller and the belt forming the fixing nip will be non-
uniform. For this problem, a configuration is known in which
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the temperature of the non-first size sheet passage regions is
prevented from rising to be excessively higher than the tem-
perature of the first size sheet passage region with a thermally
conductive member.

SUMMARY

A fixing device according to an aspect of the present dis-
closure includes a fixing belt, a pressurizing member, a heat
source, and a temperature sensing device. The fixing belt is
rotatably provided. The pressurizing member is rotatably pro-
vided and is in pressed contact with the fixing belt to form a
fixing nip between the pressurizing member and the fixing
belt. The heat source heats the fixing belt. The temperature
sensing device detects the temperature of the fixing belt. The
temperature sensing device has a sensing element that is in
contact with an inner circumferential surface of the fixing belt
in a neighboring region of an end portion of the fixing nip and
a pressing member configured to press the sensing element
against the inner circumferential surface of the fixing belt.

An image forming apparatus according to another aspect of
the present disclosure includes a fixing device. The fixing
device includes a fixing belt, a pressurizing member, a heat
source, and a temperature sensing device. The fixing belt is
rotatably provided. The pressurizing member is rotatably pro-
vided and is in pressed contact with the fixing belt to form a
fixing nip between the pressurizing member and the fixing
belt. The heat source heats the fixing belt. The temperature
sensing device detects the temperature of the fixing belt. The
temperature sensing device has a sensing element that is in
contact with an inner circumferential surface of the fixing belt
in a neighboring region of an end portion of the fixing nip and
a pressing member configured to press the sensing element
against the inner circumferential surface of the fixing belt.

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts in a simplified form that are further described below in
the Detailed Description with reference where appropriate to
the accompanying drawings. This Summary is not intended to
identify key features or essential features of the claimed sub-
ject matter, nor is it intended to be used to limit the scope of
the claimed subject matter. Furthermore, the claimed subject
matter is not limited to implementations that solve any or all
disadvantages noted in any part of this disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic view showing a schematic configu-
ration of a color printer according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a front view showing a fixing device in the color
printer according to an embodiment of the present disclosure
shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing the fixing device in
the color printer according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a plan view showing the fixing device in the color
printer according to an embodiment of the present disclosure
shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a sectional view showing the fixing device in the
color printer according to an embodiment of the present dis-
closure shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view showing a front portion of the
fixing device in the color printer according to an embodiment
of the present disclosure shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 7 is a perspective view showing the front portion of
the fixing device in the color printer according to an embodi-
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ment of the present disclosure shown in FIG. 1 with a front
end portion of the fixing belt cut away.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing a configuration of the
fixing device in the color printer according to an embodiment
of the present disclosure shown in FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

First, a general configuration of a color printer 1 as an
image forming apparatus will be described with reference to
FIG. 1. FIG. 1 is a schematic view showing a schematic
configuration of the color printer according to an embodiment
of the present disclosure.

The color printer 1 has a printer main body 2 having a
box-like shape. A lower part of the printer main body 2 is
provided with a sheet feed cassette 3 containing paper sheets
(not shown). An upper part of the printer main body 2 is
provided with a sheet discharge tray 4.

In a central part of the printer main body 2, an intermediate
transfer belt 6 is provided so as to hang across a plurality of
rollers. Under the intermediate transfer belt 6, exposure
devices 7 each formed of a laser scanning unit (LSU) are
disposed. In the vicinity of the intermediate transfer belt 6,
four image forming portions 8 are provided for each toner
color (for example, four colors of magenta, cyan, yellow, and
black) along a lower part of the intermediate transfer belt 6.
Each image forming portion 8 is provided with a rotatable
photosensitive drum 9. Around each photosensitive drum 9, a
charging device 10, a developing device 11, a primary trans-
fer portion 12, a cleaning device 13, and a discharging device
14 are arranged in order of the primary transfer process.
Above the developing devices 11, toner containers 15 corre-
sponding to the respective image forming portions 8 are pro-
vided for each toner color.

A sheet conveyance path 16 is provided on one side in the
printer main body 2 (right side on the page of the drawing). A
sheet feed portion 17 is provided at an upstream end of the
conveyance path 16. A secondary transfer portion 18 is pro-
vided in a middle region of the conveyance path 16 and at one
end of the intermediate transfer belt 6 (right end on the page
of the drawing). A fixing device 19 is provided in a down-
stream region of the conveyance path 16. A sheet exit 20 is
provided at a downstream end of the conveyance path 16.

Next, an image formation operation by the color printer 1
having such a configuration will be described. When power
has been applied to the color printer 1, various parameters are
initialized and an initialization procedure including tempera-
ture setting for the fixing device 19 is performed. Then, when
an image data has been input from a computer or the like
connected to the color printer 1 and a direction of initiation of
printing has been made, an image formation operation is
performed as follows.

First, a surface of the photosensitive drum 9 is charged by
the charging device 10, and subsequently an electrostatic
latent image is formed on the surface of the photosensitive
drum 9 with laser light (see an arrow P) from the exposure
device 7. Next, the electrostatic latent image is developed as
a toner image of a corresponding color by the developing
device 11 with a toner supplied from the toner container 15.
The toner image is primarily transferred onto a surface of the
intermediate transfer belt 6 at the primary transfer portion 12.
Each image forming portion 8 performs the above-described
operation in sequence, thereby forming a full-color toner
image on the intermediate transfer belt 6. A residual toner and
a residual electric charge on the photosensitive drum 9 are
removed by the cleaning device 13 and the discharging device
14.
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Meanwhile, a paper sheet taken out of the sheet feed cas-
sette 3 or a manual sheet feed tray (not shown) by the sheet
feed portion 17 is conveyed to the secondary transfer portion
18 in timed relation with the above-described image forma-
tion operation. The full-color toner image on the intermediate
transfer belt 6 is secondarily transferred onto the paper sheet
atthe secondary transfer portion 18. The paper sheet on which
the toner image has been secondarily transferred is conveyed
to the downstream side of the conveyance path 16 and enters
the fixing device 19. The toner image is fixed onto the paper
sheet in the fixing device 19. The paper sheet on which the
toner image has been fixed is discharged from the sheet exit
20 onto the sheet discharge tray 4.

Next, the fixing device 19 will be described. An arrow Fr
shown in FIGS. 3,4, 6, and 7 represents a foreside (front side)
of' the fixing device 19.

As shown in FIG. 2, the fixing device 19 includes a fixing
belt 21, a pressurizing roller 22, an IH fixing unit 23, a
supporting member 24, a pushing pad 25, a magnetic shield-
ing plate 26, a guide plate 27, and a temperature sensing
device 28. The pressurizing roller 22 is provided as a pres-
surizing member on the right side of the fixing belt 21. The IH
fixing unit 23 is provided on the left side of the fixing belt 21.
The supporting member 24 is provided in a substantial center
of the inside of the fixing belt 21. The pushing pad 25 is
provided as a pushing member on the right side of the sup-
porting member 24 within the fixing belt 21. The magnetic
shielding plate 26 is provided over the top and bottom sides,
and the left side of the supporting member 24 within the fixing
belt 21. The guide plate 27 is provided over the top and bottom
sides, and the left side of the magnetic shielding plate 26
within the fixing belt 21. The temperature sensing device 28
is provided on a side of the front end of the fixing belt 21.

First, the fixing belt 21 will be described. As shown in FIG.
3, the fixing belt 21 is an endless belt having a substantially
cylindrical shape elongated in a front-back direction. The
fixing belt 21 is provided so as to be rotatable around a
rotation axis X extending in the front-back direction. That is,
in the present embodiment, the front-back direction is the
rotation axis X direction.

The fixing belt 21 includes a backing layer, an elastic layer
provided to surround the backing layer, and a release layer to
coat the elastic layer, for example. The backing layer of the
fixing belt 21 is formed by plating or rolling a metal such as
nickel and copper, for example. The elastic layer of the fixing
belt 21 is formed of silicone rubber, for example. The release
layer of the fixing belt 21 is formed of fluorinated resin such
as PFA, for example. In the drawings, the layers of the fixing
belt 21 (the backing layer, the elastic layer, and the release
layer) are shown without any distinction. Front and back end
portions of the fixing belt 21 are each provided with a flange
member (not shown) by which the outward move of the fixing
belt 21 in the front-back direction is controlled.

As shown in FIG. 4, a first size sheet passage region L1
through which a paper sheet in a first size (for example, B5
paper sheet) passes is formed on a part from the front to the
back of the fixing belt 21. Non-first size sheet passage regions
L2 through which a paper sheet in a second size (for example,
A4 paper sheet) having a larger width in the front-back direc-
tion than the paper sheet in the first size passes is formed on
both front and back sides of the first size sheet passage region
L1 (outside the first size sheet passage region L1).

Next, the pressurizing roller 22 will be described. The
pressurizing roller 22 has a substantially cylindrical shape
elongated in the front-back direction. As shown in FIG. 5 and
other drawings, the pressurizing roller 22 is in pressed contact
with the fixing belt 21 thereby to form a fixing nip 34 between
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the fixing belt 21 and the pressurizing roller 22 along the sheet
conveyance path 16. According to the configuration, a toner
image on a paper sheet is heated and pressurized to be fixed
onto the paper sheet while the paper sheet passes through the
fixing nip 34.

The pressurizing roller 22 includes a cylindrical core 36, an
elastic layer 37 provided to surround the core 36, and arelease
layer (not shown) to coat the elastic layer 37, for example.

The core 36 of the pressurizing roller 22 is formed of a
metal such as stainless steel or aluminum, for example. As
shown in FIG. 3, the front and back end portions of the core 36
of the pressurizing roller 22 are each provided with a cylin-
drical mounting portion 30. A front bearing 31 is attached to
the front cylindrical mounting portion 30. A pair of back
bearings 32 arranged in the front-back direction are attached
to the back cylindrical mounting portion 30. The front bearing
31 and the pair of back bearings 32 arranged in the front-back
direction are attached to a mounting frame (not shown).
Thereby, the pressurizing roller 22 is rotatable. A drive gear
33 is secured to the back cylindrical mounting portion 30 at a
position behind the pair of back bearings 32 arranged in the
front-back direction.

The elastic layer 37 of the pressurizing roller 22 is formed
of silicone rubber or silicone sponge, for example. The
release layer of the pressurizing roller 22 is formed of fluori-
nated resin such as PFA, for example. The elastic layer 37 and
the release layer of the pressurizing roller 22 are formed so as
to have a length in the front-back direction shorter than the
length in the front-back direction of the fixing belt 21. Thus,
edges of the pressurizing roller 22 abut the outer circumfer-
ential surface of the fixing belt 21 at both front and back end
portions 35a and 354 of the fixing nip 34 (see FIGS. 4 and 6).

Next, the IH fixing unit 23 will be described. As shown in
FIG. 5, the IH fixing unit 23 includes a case member 38, an IH
coil 40, and an arch core 41. The TH coil 40 is contained in the
case member 38 as a heat source and provided in the shape of
a circular arc along the outer circumference of the fixing belt
21. It is therefore possible to increase the heating rate and the
heating efficiency compared to the case where a halogen
heater or the like is used as a heat source. The arch core 41 is
contained in the case member 38 and provided along the outer
circumference of the IH coil 40. The IH fixing unit 23 is not
shown in the drawings other than FIGS. 2 and 5.

Next, the supporting member 24 will be described. The
supporting member 24 is formed by combining a pair of sheet
metal members 42 each having a substantially L-shaped cross
section, and has a shape of a quadrangular tube elongated in
the front-back direction. As shown in FIG. 7, front end por-
tions of the walls of the supporting member 24 (an upper wall
43, alowerwall 44, aleft wall 45, and a right wall 46) are each
provided with an elongated through hole 47. A front end
portion and a back end portion of the supporting member 24
are provided with secured pieces 48 (see FIGS. 3 and 4). Each
secured piece 48 is secured to the fixing frame (not shown).
The secured pieces 48 are not shown in FIG. 2.

Next, the pushing pad 25 will be described. As shown in
FIG. 2, the pushing pad 25 has a vertically long substantially
rectangular shape in the front view. The pushing pad 25 has a
shape elongated in the front-back direction. The pushing pad
25 is secured to the right wall 46 of the supporting member 24.
The pushing pad 25 is in contact with an inner circumferential
surface 29 of the fixing belt 21 and pushes the fixing belt 21
toward the pressurizing roller 22 (rightward in the present
embodiment). According to the configuration, the fixing belt
21 slides on the pushing pad 25 as the fixing belt 21 rotates.
That is, the fixing device 19 of the present embodiment is of
the “slide belt method”. The pushing pad 25 is in contact only
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with a right-sided portion (a portion on the side of the fixing
nip 34) of the inner circumferential surface 29 of the fixing
belt 21. Accordingly, a central region of the fixing belt 21 in
the rotation axis X direction is not tensioned in the circum-
ferential direction (see FIG. 5). It is therefore possible to
reduce the heat capacity of the members in contact with the
fixing belt 21 and perform more focused heating on the fixing
belt 21 compared to the case where the fixing belt 21 is
provided around a roller. As a result, the reduction of the
warm-up period and the energy saving can be achieved.

Next, the magnetic shielding plate 26 will be described.
The magnetic shielding plate 26 is secured to the supporting
member 24. The magnetic shielding plate 26 is formed of a
nonmagnetic high conductivity material such as oxygen-free
copper, for example. As shown in FIG. 5, the magnetic shield-
ing plate 26 includes a side plate 50 to cover the left side of the
supporting member 24, and top and bottom plates 51 formed
by bending rightward upper and lower ends of the side plate
50. The magnetic shielding plate 26 has a substantially
C-shaped cross section. The magnetic shielding plate 26 pre-
vents the magnetism from the IH coil 40 from going through
the supporting member 24.

Next, the guide plate 27 will be described. The guide plate
27 is secured to the magnetic shielding plate 26. The guide
plate 27 is formed of a magnetic material, for example. The
guide plate 27 includes an upper attachment portion 52
attached to the top plate 51 of the magnetic shielding plate 26,
a lower attachment portion 53 attached to the bottom plate 51
of the magnetic shielding plate 26, and a curved portion 54
curved leftward into a circular arc shape and connecting the
upper attachment portion 52 and the lower attachment portion
53. The curved portion 54 is disposed along a left-sided
portion of the inner circumferential surface 29 of the fixing
belt 21 and guides (stretches) the fixing belt 21 from inside.

Next, the temperature sensing device 28 will be described.
As shown in FIG. 2, the temperature sensing device 28
includes a base portion 55, a flat spring 56, a sponge 57, and
a thermistor 58. The base portion 55 is secured to a lower
surface of the lower wall 44 of the supporting member 24. The
flat spring 56 is attached to a right-sided portion of the base
portion 55 at one end portion and curved upward at the other
end portion. The flat spring 56 is provided as a pressing
member. The sponge 57 is attached to the other end portion of
the flat spring 56 as an elastic member. The thermistor 58 is
attached to the sponge 57 as a sensing element.

The inner side surface (left-sided surface in the present
embodiment) of the sponge 57 is attached to the other end
portion of the flat spring 56. The thermistor 58 is attached to
the outer side surface (right-sided surface in the present
embodiment) of the sponge 57. That is, the sponge 57 inter-
venes between the flat spring 56 and the thermistor 58. Except
the region to which the thermistor 58 is attached, the right-
sided surface of the sponge 57 is in contact with the inner
circumferential surface 29 of the fixing belt 21 in a neighbor-
ing region of the front end portion 35q of the fixing nip 34.
Specifically, the sponge 57 is located slightly in advance of
the front end portion 35a of the fixing nip 34 (located outward
in the rotation axis X direction) (see FIG. 4). The sponge 57 is
pressed against the inner circumferential surface 29 of the
fixing belt 21 by the flat spring 56 at a constant pressure. Thus,
the thermistor 58 can be pressed against the inner circumfer-
ential surface 29 of the fixing belt 21 by a simple configura-
tion with the flat spring 56.

The thermistor 58 is in contact with the inner circumferen-
tial surface 29 of the fixing belt 21 in the neighboring region
of'the front end portion 354 of the fixing nip 34. Specifically,
the thermistor 58 is located slightly in advance of the front
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end portion 35a of the fixing nip 34 (located outward in the
rotation axis X direction) (see FIG. 4). Arranged as described
above, the thermistor 58 is in the vicinity of the non-first size
sheet passage region [.2 of the fixing belt 21. The thermistor
58 is pressed against the inner circumferential surface 29 of
the fixing belt 21 by the flat spring 56 at a constant pressure.
The thermistor 58 is connected to a connector 60 via a pair of
wires 59.

Next, a control system of the fixing device 19 will be
described with reference to FIG. 8.

The fixing device 19 is provided with a control portion 61
(CPU). The control portion 61 is connected to a storage por-
tion 62 including a memory such as a ROM or a RAM. The
control portion 61 is configured to control each component of
the color printer 1 based on a control program and control data
stored in the storage portion 62. The storage portion 62 stores
therein a threshold T, of the temperature of the fixing belt 21
to be detected by the thermistor 58 of the temperature sensing
device 28.

The control portion 61 is connected to the temperature
sensing device 28. The temperature sensing device 28 is con-
figured to output a detection result to the control portion 61
when the thermistor 58 of the temperature sensing device 28
detects the temperature of the fixing belt 21.

The control portion 61 is connected to the IH coil 40. When
ahigh frequency current flows through the IH coil 40 based on
a drive command signal from the control portion 61, a high
frequency magnetic field is generated around the IH coil 40
and the fixing belt 21 is heated by the high frequency mag-
netic field. That is, the control portion 61 is configured to
control the heating of the fixing belt 21 by the IH coil 40.

The control portion 61 is connected to a drive source 63.
The drive source 63 is connected to the pressurizing roller 22
via the drive gear 33. Rotation is transmitted from the drive
source 63 to the pressurizing roller 22 via the drive gear 33,
thereby rotating the pressurizing roller 22.

When a print signal has been transmitted to the control
portion 61 in the color printer 1 configured as described
above, a high frequency current flows through the IH coil 40
based on a drive command signal from the control portion 61.
The high frequency current generates a high frequency mag-
netic field around the IH coil 40, and the fixing belt 21 is
heated by the high frequency magnetic field. Meanwhile,
when the print signal has been transmitted to the control
portion 61 as described above, the drive source 63 causes the
pressurizing roller 22 to rotate based on the drive command
signal from the control portion 61. With the rotation of the
pressurizing roller 22, the fixing belt 21 in pressed contact
with the pressurizing roller 22 rotates in a direction opposite
to the rotation direction of the pressurizing roller 22. Then,
when a paper sheet is conveyed along the conveyance path 16,
the paper sheet passes through the fixing nip 34. Thus, a toner
image is fixed onto the paper sheet.

In the case where the toner image is fixed onto a paper sheet
in the second size, the paper sheet is heated in the whole area
of the fixing nip 34, and thus the heat is equally consumed in
the first size sheet passage region L1 and in the non-first size
sheet passage regions [.2 of the fixing belt 21. Thus, the
temperature of the non-first size sheet passage regions [.2 of
the fixing belt 21 will not rise to be excessively higher than the
temperature of the first size sheet passage region L.1. Accord-
ingly, the temperature of the fixing belt 21 detected by the
thermistor 58 disposed in the vicinity of the non-first size
sheet passage region L2 of the fixing belt 21 will not exceed
the threshold T,, stored in the storage portion 62.

In the case where the toner image is continuously fixed
onto paper sheets in the first size, on the other hand, the heat
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is consumed in the first size sheet passage region L1 of the
fixing belt 21 with the heating of the paper sheets, but no heat
is consumed in the non-first size sheet passage regions [.2 of
the fixing belt 21. Thus, the temperature of the non-first size
sheet passage regions [.2 of the fixing belt 21 will rise to be
excessively higher than the temperature of the first size sheet
passage region [.1. Accordingly, the temperature of the fixing
belt 21 detected by the thermistor 58 disposed in the vicinity
of'the non-first size sheet passage region [.2 of the fixing belt
21 will exceed the threshold T,,, stored in the storage portion
62. In response, the control portion 61 stops or lessens the
heating by the IH coil 40 on the non-first size sheet passage
regions [.2 of the fixing belt 21. For example, the control
portion 61 changes the magnetic flux density distribution of
the IH coil 40 so that the heating of the non-first size sheet
passage regions L2 ofthe fixing belt 21 is stopped or lessened.

In the present embodiment, as described above, the ther-
mistor 58 is in contact with the inner circumferential surface
29 of the fixing belt 21 in the neighboring region of the front
end portion 354 of the fixing nip 34, and the flat spring 56 is
pressing the thermistor 58 against the inner circumferential
surface 29 of the fixing belt 21. With such a configuration, the
stress applied on the fixing belt 21 in the neighboring region
of the front end portion 35a of the fixing nip 34 can be
distributed, and local deformation and damage of the fixing
belt 21 can be prevented.

In addition, since the thermistor 58 is in contact with the
inner circumferential surface 29 of the fixing belt 21 in the
neighboring region of the front end portion 35a of the fixing
nip 34, the thermistor 58 is located in the vicinity of the
non-first size sheet passage region [.2 of the fixing belt 21. It
is therefore possible to have a grasp of the temperature of the
non-first size sheet passage regions L2 of the fixing belt 21
through the temperature detected by the thermistor 58. Fur-
thermore, since the thermistor 58 is in contact with the inner
circumferential surface 29 of the fixing belt 21, the space
within the fixing belt 21 can be effectively used.

Incidentally, the above-mentioned special shape of the
pushing member may increase the production cost of the
pushing member, leading to increase in cost of the fixing
device. Likewise, the above-mentioned configuration in
which the temperature of the non-first size sheet passage
regions is prevented from rising to be excessively higher than
the temperature of the first size sheet passage region with a
thermally conductive member may also increase the cost of
materials due to the use of the thermally conductive member,
leading to increase in cost of the fixing device. With the
configuration in which the thermistor 58 that detects the tem-
perature of the fixing belt 21 is used to prevent local defor-
mation and damage of the fixing belt 21, it is not necessary to
add a member for exclusive use of the prevention of local
deformation and damage of the fixing belt 21. Thus, increase
in cost can be prevented.

According to a configuration without the temperature sens-
ing device 28, it is impossible to perform the feedback control
on the IH coil 40, and it is difficult to have a grasp of the
temperature of the non-first size sheet passage regions [.2 of
the fixing belt 21. In contrast, the present embodiment is
configured to stop or lessen the heating by the IH coil 40 on
the non-first size sheet passage regions [.2 of the fixing belt 21
when the temperature of the fixing belt 21 detected by the
thermistor 58 exceeds the threshold T, stored in the storage
portion 62. With such a configuration, the temperature of the
non-first size sheet passage regions L2 of the fixing belt 21
can be prevented from rising to be excessively higher than the
temperature of the first size sheet passage region L1 by the
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feedback control, and thus uniform temperature distribution
in the fixing belt 21 can be achieved.

That is, the color printer 1 allows grasp of the temperature
of'the non-first size sheet passage regions .2 of the fixing belt
21 while preventing increase in cost. Besides, the color
printer 1 allows distribution of the stress applied on the fixing
belt 21 in the neighboring region of the end portion of the
fixing nip 34, preventing local deformation and damage of the
fixing belt 21.

In addition, the sponge 57 intervenes between the ther-
mistor 58 and the flat spring 56. Accordingly, the pressing
force of the flat spring 56 to the thermistor 58 against the inner
circumferential surface 29 of the fixing belt 21 can be less-
ened, and damage of the thermistor 58 and the fixing belt 21
can be avoided. Furthermore, the sponge 57 is in contact with
the inner circumferential surface 29 of the fixing belt 21 in the
neighboring region of the front end portion 35a of the fixing
nip 34. Accordingly, the stress applied on the fixing belt 21 in
the neighboring region of the front end portion 354 of the
fixing nip 34 can be distributed more efficiently, and local
deformation and damage of the fixing belt 21 can be pre-
vented more reliably.

The fixing belt 21 is rotatable around the rotation axis X,
and the thermistor 58 is located in advance of the front end
portion 35a of the fixing nip 34 (located outward in the
rotation axis X direction). Thus, the thermistor 58 can be
disposed at a position where it does not interfere with the
pushing pad 25 disposed within the fixing belt 21.

In the present embodiment, the case where the thermistor
58 is located outward in the rotation axis X direction with
respect to the front end portion 354 of the fixing nip 34 has
been described. In another embodiment, however, a sensing
element such as the thermistor 58 may be disposed inward in
the rotation axis X direction with respect to the end portion of
the fixing nip 34. That is, the neighboring region of the end
portion of the fixing nip 34 includes both regions outward and
inward in the rotation axis X direction with respect to the end
portion of the fixing nip 34. In order to have a grasp of the
temperature of the non-first size sheet passage regions [.2 of
the fixing belt 21 through the temperature detected by a sens-
ing element such as the thermistor 58, however, the thermistor
58 is desirably located outward in the rotation axis X direction
at least with respect to the first size sheet passage region L1 of
the fixing belt 21.

In the present embodiment, as described above, the case
where the thermistor 58 is disposed in the neighboring region
of the front end portion 354, which is one end portion of the
fixing nip 34, has been described. In another embodiment,
however, sensing elements such as the thermistor 58 may be
disposed in the neighboring regions of both the end portions
(for example, the front end portion 354 and the back end
portion 355) of the fixing nip 34, respectively.

In the present embodiment, the case where the drive source
63 is connected to the pressurizing roller 22 has been
described. In another embodiment, however, the drive source
63 may be connected to the fixing belt 21.

In the present embodiment, the case where the flat spring
56 is used as the pressing member has been described. In
another embodiment, however, a coil spring or the like may be
used as the pressing member.

In the present embodiment, the case where the magnetic
flux density distribution of the IH coil 40 is changed in order
to stop or lessen the heating on the non-first size sheet passage
regions 1.2 of the fixing belt 21 has been described. In another
embodiment, however, a heater such as a halogen heater may
be used as a heat source, and a first heater that can heat both
the first size sheet passage region [.1 and the non-first size
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sheet passage regions [.2 of the fixing belt 21, and a second
heater that can exclusively heat the first size sheet passage
region [.1 of the fixing belt 21 may be contained in the fixing
belt 21, and the heating on the non-first size sheet passage
regions [.2 of the fixing belt 21 may be stopped or lessened by
turning off the first heater and turning on the second heater
when the temperature of the fixing belt 21 detected by a
sensing element such as the thermistor 58 exceeds a prede-
termined threshold. In still another embodiment, the non-first
size sheet passage regions .2 may be cooled by applying
cooling air from a fan (not shown) to the non-first size sheet
passage regions [.2 of the fixing belt 21 when the temperature
of'the fixing belt 21 detected by a sensing element such as the
thermistor 58 exceeds a predetermined threshold.

In the present embodiment, the case where the backing
layer of the fixing belt 21 is formed of a metal has been
described. In another embodiment, however, the backing
layer of the fixing belt 21 may be formed of a resin such as
polyimide.

Inthe present embodiment, the case where the IH coil 40 is
used as the heat source has been described. In another
embodiment, however, a heater such as a halogen heater or a
ceramic heater may be used as the heat source.

In the present embodiment, the case where the configura-
tion of the present disclosure is applied to the fixing device 19
of the “slide belt method” has been described. In another
embodiment, however, the configuration of the present dis-
closure may be applied to a fixing device of a method in which
the fixing belt 21 is provided around one roller or a plurality
of rollers.

In the present embodiment, the case where the configura-
tion of the present disclosure is applied to the color printer 1
has been described. In another embodiment, however, the
configuration of the present disclosure may be applied to
other image forming apparatuses such as monochrome print-
ers, copying machines, facsimiles, and multifunction periph-
erals.

It is to be understood that the embodiments herein are
illustrative and not restrictive, since the scope of the invention
is defined by the appended claims rather than by the descrip-
tion preceding them, and all changes that fall within metes
and bounds of the claims, or equivalence of such metes and
bounds thereof are therefore intended to be embraced by the
claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A fixing device comprising:

a rotatable fixing belt provided so as to be rotatable around

a predetermined rotation axis;

a rotatable pressurizing member being in pressed contact
with the fixing belt to form a fixing nip between the
pressurizing member and the fixing belt;

a heat source configured to heat the fixing belt; and

a temperature sensing device configured to detect a tem-
perature of the fixing belt, the temperature sensing
device comprising:

a sensing element being in contact with an inner circum-
ferential surface of the fixing belt in a neighboring
region of an end portion of the fixing nip;

a flat spring configured to press the sensing element
against the inner circumferential surface of the fixing
belt; and

an elastic member intervening between the sensing ele-
ment and the flat spring, wherein

the sensing element and the elastic member are in contact
with the inner circumferential surface of the fixing belt
in the neighboring region of the end portion of the fixing
nip in a direction parallel to the rotation axis.
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2. The fixing device according to claim 1, wherein

the fixing belt has a first size sheet passage region through
which a paper sheet of a first size passes, and a non-first
size sheet passage region which is outside the first size
sheet passage region and through which a paper sheet of
a second size having a larger width than the paper sheet
of' the first size passes, and

the heat source stops or lessens heating on the non-first size
sheet passage region of the fixing belt when the tempera-
ture of the fixing belt detected by the sensing element
exceeds a predetermined threshold.

3. The fixing device according to claim 1, further compris-
ing a pushing member being in contact with the inner circum-
ferential surface of the fixing belt and being configured to
push the fixing belt toward the pressurizing member, wherein

the fixing belt slides on the pushing member as the fixing
belt rotates.

4. The fixing device according to claim 1, wherein the heat
source has an IH coil.

5. The fixing device according to claim 1, wherein

a surface of the elastic member disposed on a side of the
inner circumferential surface of the fixing belt is, except
for a portion on which the sensing element is attached,
made of sponge so as to be in contact with the inner
circumferential surface of the fixing belt.

6. The fixing device according to claim 1, wherein

when the fixing device is viewed from a direction of the
rotation axis, the sensing element and the elastic mem-
ber are in contact with the fixing nip.

7. An image forming apparatus comprising a fixing device,

the fixing device comprising:

arotatable fixing belt provided so as to be rotatable around
a predetermined rotation axis;

a rotatable pressurizing member being in pressed contact
with the fixing belt to form a fixing nip between the
pressurizing member and the fixing belt;

a heat source configured to heat the fixing belt; and
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a temperature sensing device configured to detect a tem-
perature of the fixing belt, the temperature sensing
device comprising:

a sensing element being in contact with an inner circum-
ferential surface of the fixing belt in a neighboring
region of an end portion of the fixing nip;

a flat spring configured to press the sensing element
against the inner circumferential surface of the fixing
belt; and

an elastic member intervening between the sensing ele-
ment and the flat spring, wherein

the sensing element and the elastic member are in contact
with the inner circumferential surface of the fixing belt
in the neighboring region of the end portion of the fixing
nip in a direction parallel to the rotation axis.

8. The image forming apparatus according to claim 7,
wherein the fixing belt has a first size sheet passage region
through which a paper sheet of a first size passes and a
non-first size sheet passage region which is outside the first
size sheet passage region and through which a paper sheet of
a second size having a larger width than the paper sheet of the
first size passes, and

the heat source stops or lessens heating on the non-first size
sheet passage region of the fixing belt when the tempera-
ture of the fixing belt detected by the sensing element
exceeds a predetermined threshold.

9. The image forming apparatus according to claim 7,
further comprising a pushing member being in contact with
the inner circumferential surface of the fixing belt and being
configured to push the fixing belt toward the pressurizing
member, wherein

the fixing belt slides on the pushing member as the fixing
belt rotates.

10. The image forming apparatus according to claim 7,

wherein the heat source has an IH coil.
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